
My Principal Just Told Me I’m “Not Qualified.”

What Does that Mean?
“Not Qualified” means you do not have the endorsement that is required to teach one or
more of the classes you teach.  It does not have anything to do with NCLB Highly
Qualified status.  It is a state of Utah determination.

Every course in Utah schools has a corresponding list of Assignment Requirements,
found on CACTUS.  If a person is going to teach history, they need a history
endorsement.  If a person is going to teach geography, they need a geography
endorsement.

What Can I Do?

The USOE understands that sometimes teachers are assigned to teach outside of their
area of endorsement.  This happens for many reasons.  This is why the State Approved
Endorsement Program (SAEP) was created.

What is SAEP?

SAEP is a formal plan that allows you to teach as you earn the endorsement(s) you need.
If you have at least nine semester hours of successful course work in the field, you will be
eligible for placement on a plan.   You will have two years to complete the requirements
of the SAEP, and during that time you will be considered qualified to teach the course(s)
in question, with no penalty to your school district.

How Do I Apply?

 Here is the link to the endorsement form:
http://www.usoe.k12.ut.us/cert/Endorsements/docs/endsocst.pdf

You will need to print it off, fill it out, get a check from your school for $30, and send the
form, with copies of your transcripts, to the address on the form.

 What If I Have Other Questions?

E-mail me at the state office with your questions.  I will be happy to respond as soon as
possible.  Here is the link:

robert.austin@schools.utah.gov


